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opinion is a power formed by individuals, and each one is respon-
sible for the same; and we pledge ourselves to make every effort
in our power for the overthrow of lawlessness and crime, and for
the establishment of that social and political purity, of righteous-
ness, which makes good citizenship and exalteth a nation.

That further meeting was held on April 24, when steps
were taken to organize a civic league. It will appear
that Madge was active in promoting that meeting; and
to the work of that organization, through which a great
field of endeavor was opened up of which there was a
slight forecast in 1900, the three following chapters are
devoted.

At almost the same time, her attention had been called
to the critical question of the treatment of poverty in
Lexington. The winter of 1900 was a hard winter, and
there was suffering among the poor. Moreover, a new
city administration had taken office, and the begging
members of the community were inclined to try the new
officials out. It was the practice of the City Council to
appropriate annually a charity fund. The fund of the
preceding year had however been exhausted, and by
January 3 an emergency relief situation had developed,
Further reference to this situation will be made in a
later chapter; here it need only be noted that as the result
of meetings called by the mayor the Associated Charities
was formed on February 14, and that she was 'present
at those meetings and was concerned until her death
with the problems of sound, wise, constructive, and
democratic treatment of all who suffered from pecuniary
need.

And at this time her interests were being aroused
along other lines as well There was the question of the